
 
Leo has given us his 2021 President’s Message. As usual it is full of interest. Particular points are 

 

• Service awards to Ken Briggs and Peter Macey.  Ken is moving to Brisbane to be close to 

his family (and better weather?).  As we said in an earlier Screech, Ken has made an 

unmatched contribution to our hockey as a player, administrator, visionary, and a great 

person to play with and against, and to be with on trips. What we didn’t say was that his 

wife, Colleen, is greatly loved for her work as manager, general encourager, and friend for 

our teams on many Australian and NSW tournaments. They are a great duo and will be 

missed on a week-to-week basis. We hope they will join Dannie and Hoody in the 

Queensland contingent who still play for us. 

It was wonderful having Peter Macey here to receive his award. He has been a greatly 

valued interstate supplement to our older National teams, but sadly had a stroke earlier in 

the year. We were thrilled to see how he has recovered and pray for continued recovery. 

• GST – Leo points out that we have become so successful that we will need to start paying 

GST in 2022. We need a financial person with tax knowledge to guide us through the 

minefield of Tax Law. 

• Communications Officer. Those of us involved in Masters communication are ‘old school’ 

(to put it politely). We need someone young and ‘with it’ to bump up our communication 

 

2022 HA Masters 3 Day Invitational in Sydney – Nominations have been extended until Sunday 

2 Jan 22. Get yours in! 

 

2022.  We can be sure that it won’t be ‘normal’ but we can also be sure that we will have great 

times on and off the Hockey field.  

 

Thanks to all of you for making 2021 a really successful Masters Hockey year. Special thanks to 

umpires and our hard-working committee and all who helped with the practicalities. Also thanks to 

HockeyACT and the friendly staff at Strikers Café. 

MERRY XMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR – SEE YOU IN 2022 

ACT Masters Hockey    

   

Screech December2021 
    

2021   On the face of it – A dreadful year! Slabs lost to lockdowns, no 

Australian Championships and only a few NSW ones. Yet we still 

managed to play and have great times We were even able to have our own 

events - the Tradies Cup and Life Night, and we have just had a terrific 

time at the Intercity Challenge as well as our usual fun night in balmy 

weather for the breakup 7s tournament.  

  
  

 

  



President’s message 
At last we can say goodbye to 2021 and hope 2022 will be kinder to us all. Despite COVID 

again ruining our National Championships, ACT Masters managed to run a full and 

successful year thanks to our great relationship with HockeyACT. I need to say a quick thank 

you to our players, our administrators, our team coordinators and the Masters Committee 

who together make all this hockey happen. 

 

Have a safe and merry Christmas, but always be mindful that 2022 is promising to be a year 

chock-a-block full of hockey. 

 

Intercity Challenge – Merv Goodridge/Doug Dawson Cup 

 

 

On Sunday 12 December teams from Canberra and Sydney competed for the Merv 

Goodridge/Doug Dawson Cup, a new annual initiative from both Masters Associations.  

Merv, who sadly passed away a few years ago, was a NSW legend. He played for NSW and 

Australia and was involved in the formation of Masters Hockey. His sons are also current 

Masters players. We are very pleased to honour him, as we are to honour our own legend - 

Doug Dawson. 



 

It was a great day with Sydney taking home the silverware by the narrowest of margins. 

 

Thanks to Craig Johnston and Doug Dawson for making it happen. It was great to see the 

number of players playing in our teams for the first time. It bodes well for our representative 

program in 2022, including the second carnival next November. 

 

GST 

Players will soon notice that ACT Masters fees include GST. The Association has been very 

close to exceeding the Government’s threshold for collecting GST for three years, probably 

only been saved because of COVID shutdowns in 2020 and 2021. We have decided to apply 

GST to our activities in 2022 based on our budget. 

 

All our committee are volunteers, with little or no knowledge of Tax law, so the Treasurer 

would love to hear from any member who has experience of registering for GST, or with its 

application. Contact Warwick, treasurer@actvetshockey.com 

 

What’s on next year 

I don’t think anybody will ever say “definitely” again, but plans are underway for a big year 

of Masters Hockey. Starting with our competitions at the end of January, we go on to Hockey 

Australia’s return to play events in February and March (a National Championships but 

shorter?), through Tradies Cup, LifeNight, NSW Championships, the Nationals on the Gold 

Coast in September finishing with the Merv Goodridge/Doug Dawson Cup in November. 

The Masters Website has a full calendar of events. www.actvetshockey.com.  

 

Communication Officer 

Young? Tech Savvy? Good at communicating? The Masters Committee are looking for 

somebody to coordinate our communications. We have a team of dedicated doers – we just 

need a bit of guidance, especially with the new fangles social media stuff. Contact Leo, 

President@actvetshockey.com 

 

Service Awards 

Have you noticed people handing out badges this year? In 2020 the Committee accepted a 

recommendation to develop a Service Award to recognise the commitment of members of 

ACT Masters Hockey, much of which had gone unheralded over our 40 years. Up until 2020 

the only means of recognising service to the Association was through Life Membership.  

 

The Service Award has four levels of recognition: Bronze, Silver, Gold and Life 

Membership, with each of the first three levels achieved by way of a points system. Points 

are awarded to recognise service and achievement for a range of categories, including 

playing and coordinating teams in our local competitions, representing the ACT as a player, 

coach, manager and official, and additional service on committees and specialised 

appointments in service of Masters hockey.  

 

The Committee began presenting the first Awards to recipients in early 2021. Awards will 

continue to be presented at functions and events throughout the year, as members become 

eligible for an award. 
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Membership rollover 

HockeyACT has announced that the RevSport membership system will roll over in early 

January. Once that happens you will be again invited to renew your ACT Masters 

membership. Membership provides us with an accurate list of players while providing 

insurance cover for all associated with our game. 

 

Recycle for Masters 

Masters hockey players may be the perfect example of recycling, but now we are also 

involved in material recycling. This is a great initiative. It saves the planet and saves our 

members from dipping into your pocket. 

 

We have been given the go-ahead by Hockey ACT to install collection bins at Hockey ACT 

venues, to capture eligible bottles, cans and ‘popper’ drink containers which otherwise find 

their way in large numbers into general waste bins. The aim is to raise funds to help defray 

various expenses associated with our activities for members. 

 

Initially these collection bins (see photos) have been installed at the Lyneham Hockey Centre 

and in the New Year will be installed at the Tuggeranong Centre. The aim is for committee 

members and volunteers to monitor and collect empties, bag them, and lodge them at ACT 

Container Deposit Scheme collection centres for the 10c per container return. 

In addition, Masters members and their families if not already doing so for personal benefit, 

may like to collect and lodge containers to credit the ACT Masters Hockey Return it Express 

account, thereby increasing our returns. 

 

Full details and the process for lodging empties will be available on the website very soon 
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