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Rudy is a 23-year-old, non-binary transgender person from Birraranga /
Melbourne. He is from a family with a huge history in the sport, and has
played at a state level between the ages of 12 and 21 years old. Now, he
is a specialist coach in the badminton program at Wesley College, and
coaches their Girl’s Firsts Team. When he’s not coaching, he is pursuing a
career in the creative industry writing, illustrating and working on set with
his sister, Lily as a fashion videographer. In the past two years, Rudy has
begun to more passionately advocate for LGBTQI+ representation and
rights, and continues to help others find their own voice.
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Christine is the recently appointed CEO of Proud 2 Play. She has a wealth
of experience and knowledge of working in the sporting, not for profit,
and government sectors across different continents. With a passion for
sport development, Christine has spent most of her career working with
marginalised communities. She has spent time working with Bushmen
and street vendors for the Big Issue Namibia, at risk youth whilst
coordinating the Street Games in Liverpool, England, and has worked
across the inclusion sector in Australia with the Centre for Multicultural
Youth and most recently in local government in an inclusion and
participation role.

Rudy Rigg
Previous Badminton Victoria
State Team Player

Christine Granger
CEO, Proud 2 Play
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Shuttlecats is a Melbourne based LGBTQI+ social badminton club. All skill
levels are welcome for a casual hit, to make friends and stay active. Social
events are also organised outside of sessions. If you identify as a queer
woman, transgender woman, non-binary individual or ally, stop by for a
friendly game.
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Stephanie started playing
badminton in year 7 and hasn’t
stopped since. With her
competitive years out of the way,
she prefers to mentor others on
how to improve their skills and
have fun. As Club President, her
goal is to connect the queer
community with the wonders of
badminton.

Shuttlecats
Badminton Club.

Stephanie Chung
President, Shuttlecats

Nicole has played badminton
socially for the past 8 years, and
continues to advocate to the wider
community for the merits of
playing. She takes pride in growing
Shuttlecats as a Club while
meeting wonderful, funny and
caring people through badminton.

Nicole Castles
Secretary, Shuttlecats
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The Melbourne Smashers is a friendly LGBTQI badminton club based at
Melbourne Sports and Aquatic Centre (MSAC). After 8 years on the courts,
the club have grown from a small group of 10 to nearly 200 members;
playing 3 times a week, with around 60 players per session.
  
The club focusses on the social and mental wellbeing, and arrange regular
events outside of playing badminton as a way to allow our members to
connect and grow their community connection.

Melbourne Smashers
Badminton Club.

Mark has been a member of the
club for over 8 years and previously
served as President. Before joining
the club, his experience of sport
was very negative, founded in poor
experience during school years. 
 
He has found being part of the
committee has been very fulfilling,
and he feels more connected to the
LGBTI+ community as a result.

Mark Gristock
Vice President, Melbourne
Smashers

Sang Thai has been an active club
member for over 6 years including
before incorporation. Outside the
club, Sang is a designer, lecturer
and creative practice researcher in
the School of Fashion and Textiles
at RMIT University (Melbourne)
with an interest in masculinity,
intersectionality and the agency for
fashion to contribute to social
diversity and inclusion.

Sang Thai
Diversity Officer, Melbourne
Smashers


