
Dr Richard Charlesworth — A O

Dr Richard Charlesworth AO, Cit. WA, born in Subiaco in 1952, is the 
‘Mr Hockey’ of Australian hockey and arguably one of the world’s 
greatest hockey players of all time. 

Selected in five Olympic hockey teams between 1972-1988, he 
played in the national team for 17 years, amassing 227 international 
matches and scoring 85 goals.

In 1976 he was vice captain in the Silver medal winning team at the 
Montreal Olympics (no Australian won a gold medal in Montreal).  
Ric was appointed captain of the Men’s Olympic Hockey Team at 
two Olympics (1980 and 1984) and proudly carried the Australian flag 
at the Opening Ceremony of the 1988 Olympics in Seoul. 

He played in four World Cups in 1975, 1978 (Bronze Medal), 1981 
(Bronze Medal) and 1986 (Gold Medal). In the 1986 triumph he was 
a key member of the team, the tournament’s leading scorer and 
voted Player of the Tournament. 

He led Australia to its first major tournament win in the 1983 Champions Trophy, and the 1986 World Cup 
win was Australia’s first in the prestigious tournament held every four years.

Ric’s dedication to being the best player he could be was driven by a fiercely competitive spirit.

He was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 1987 and in 2008 was an inaugural inductee into 
the Hockey Australia Hall of Fame. Ric became a Legend of the Hockey Australia Hall of Fame in 2016.

His coaching record is unsurpassed and on a world scale he would rank amongst the world’s greatest 
and most successful coaches across all sports. Few if any can match his win loss record. 

Commencing with the Hockeyroos in 1993, he coached the team to two Olympic Gold Medals (1996, 
2000) and two World Cup Gold Medals (1994, 1998). 

Ric coached the Hockeyroos in 252 international matches. He finished with a winning percentage of 
78.8%, drawing 9.9% and losing only 11.9% of those matches. During Ric’s reign, in a world-wide poll,  
the Hockeyroos were voted as one of the top 10 sporting teams of the last century.

Between 2009 and 2014 he coached the Australian Men’s Team the Kookaburras in 193 internationals, 
winning 78.8% of matches, drawing 10.9% and losing 10.3%. 

During his tenure in charge of the Kookaburras the team won two World Cups (2010, 2014) and a Bronze 
Medal at the 2012 London Olympics.

Overall, Ric coached the Australian men and women in a total of 444 international matches for a win 
loss percentage of over 78% including six Olympic and World Cup Gold medals from seven attempts, 
eight Champions Trophy Gold medals from nine attempts and two Commonwealth Games Gold Medals. 
It is a record never, and unlikely to be ever, equalled in sport. In the above 18 major tournaments 
Charlesworth’s team won 16 times and bronze twice.



Rechelle Hawkes — A M

Rechelle Hawkes AM was born in Albany, WA in 1967 and is 
Australia’s most successful hockey player, winning three Olympic 
Gold Medals (1988, 1996, 2000), two World Cups (1994, 1998) and 
five Champions Trophies.

First selected for the Hockeyroos in 1985, Rechelle played for the 
next 16 years before retiring after the Olympic Gold Medal Match 
in Sydney in 2000. Her longevity in the game underlined Rechelle’s 
dedication to her fitness and wellbeing over the 16 years of travel-
ling the world playing international hockey. 

Rechelle captained or co-captained the Hockeyroos for eight years 
during her long and distinguished career that concluded after 279 
international matches and 54 goals. 

Aside from winning three Olympic Hockey Gold medals, another 
of Rechelle’s Olympic highlights was reading the Athletes Oath at 
the Opening Ceremony of the 2000 Sydney Olympics in front of 

a live audience of over 80,000 and a television audience of hundreds of millions. It is an honour she is 
immensely proud of.

Rechelle was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2002 and the Hockey Australia Hall of 
Fame in 2010. In 2016 she became a Legend of the Hockey Australia Hall of Fame. 

Rechelle’s successful playing record for Australia in terms of Gold Medals won is unlikely to be ever 
repeated. Without doubt she is a Hockey Legend and deserves her place among the greatest who have 
played the game for Australia.



Alyson Annan — O A M

Alyson Annan OAM was born in Wentworthville NSW in 1973 and is widely 
recognised as Australia’s greatest female hockey player. 

Across the hockey world the debate rages as to whether Alyson or 
the Argentinian legend Luciana Aymar is the greatest of all time. For 
many Alyson would be first selected because of her prodigious goal 
scoring talent (and goals win matches), whereas Aymar was a playmaker 
extraordinaire. 

When a player scores 166 goals in 228 international matches against the 
best defenders in the world one can only marvel at her achievement.

Alyson came from the NSW hockey program under the guidance of coach 
Judy Laing before heading to the Australian Institute Sport hockey program 
in Perth aged 19. Immediately the coaches of both the men’s and the 
women’s programs thought, ‘here is a player with that X factor’. 

Former National Coach and AIS Head Coach Richard Aggiss recalls  
watching Alyson from his office window, flicking the ball from the top of  
the circle (16 yards) into the goal and under the cross bar.

Very few female players worldwide could perform that skill in the early 1990’s but a young Alyson Annan made it look 
easy. It wasn’t long before she was selected in the Australian team under the professional guidance of legendary 
Australian coach Brian Glencross.  

Alyson was selected for her first international match for Australia in June 1991 against Korea in a star-studded 
forward line that included Rechelle Hawkes, Sharon Buchanan and Jackie Pereira. 

Alyson scored her first international goal against Great Britain in the same year, and although her international 
career was not as long as many others, she played in 228 internationals and scored 166 goals – a remarkable conver-
sion rate of over 72% in a career that spanned 11 years until her premature retirement in 2001. 

Another highlight of Alyson’s career was scoring eight goals throughout the tournament in the Hockeyroos’ Gold 
Medal winning performance at the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta.

Alyson was a scoring machine in a golden generation of Hockeyroos teams that won two Olympic Gold Medals 
(1996, 2000), two World Cups (1994, 1998), four Champions Trophies and a Commonwealth Gold Medal in Kuala 
Lumpur in 1998.

Alyson was inducted into the Sport Australia Hall of Fame in 2013 and into the Hockey Australia Hall of Fame in 2010. 
She became a Hockey Legend in the Hockey Australia Hall of Fame in 2018.

In 1998 and 2000 she was voted the FIH Player of the Year by her hockey peers in a world-wide poll, and in 1999 she 
was voted by an independent panel as the best female player in the world. 

After retiring as a player, Alyson moved to Holland with her partner and over time established herself as a quality 
coach. In 2015 she was appointed national coach of the Netherlands Women’s Team, coaching them to the 2016 
Olympic Final in Rio de Janeiro, only to be surprisingly defeated by Great Britain.

Two years later at the World Cup, the Netherlands scored an emphatic victory to win the Gold Medal match 6-0 and 
Alyson was reappointed to take the team to the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, which would be postponed by 12 months due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In March 2021 she cemented her status as one of the world’s best hockey coaches as she guided the Netherlands 
to victory for the 100th time in just 120 international matches. This status was further enhanced as the Netherlands 
won Olympic gold in Tokyo, Alyson becoming the first woman to win hockey gold medals as a player and a coach at 
separate Olympics. 

By any definition Alyson is a Legend of the sport.


