
Policy 8. Rowing WA – Noise Guidelines     
Adopted at Board meeting 05/12/12 
 
 
Background: 
 
Rowing training in Western Australia occurs on the Swan and Canning Rivers in the Perth 
Metropolitan area and various regional centres including Champion Lakes, Bunbury, Albany and 
Geraldton. 
 
To maximise use of still and flat conditions on the water, the majority of this training occurs 
between 5.30 – 8.00am. 
 
Communication and vision between athletes and coaches is paramount to ensure the sport is 
conducted safely and to assist with technical improvement. Coaches must be able to keep pace 
with their crews and therefore, due to the geographical nature of the Swan and Canning Rivers, 
the majority of the coaching for rowing is conducted from aluminium dinghies (powered by 10-
15HP outboard motors), with the coach driving alongside the rowing crews. 
 
The noise reverberation from within the dinghies can be significant and coaches raise their voice 
or use powered/unpowered aids depending on preference to be heard by athletes.  
 
Coxed boats are also often fitted with speakers so that the coxswain’s directions about rowing 
technique or safety issues can be heard by all members of the crew if a coach is not in direct 
view of the athletes. 
 
When rowing is conducted early in the morning, the noise from crews, coaches and dinghies 
may produce a level of noise which may affect the quality of environment for members of the 
public who live near waterways used by the rowing community.  
 
  
Purpose of these Guidelines: 
 
The purpose of these guidelines are to encourage Rowing WA (RWA) affiliated clubs to be 
considerate when using the river environment and how noise impacts members of the general 
public who live near the waterways used by the rowing community.   
 
  



 
Noise Guidelines: 
 
Rowing WA suggests that: 
 

 All noise emissions be kept to a minimum, particularly in areas indicated on the maps in 
Figure 1&2.  
 

 Coaches should ensure that instruction over the engine noise is minimal. Discussions of 
technique improvements should be kept to times when athletes have stopped for a 
break and the dinghy engine noise is at its minimum or completely cut off. 
 

 Coxswains should keep microphone use to a minimum, particularly before 7am. 
 

 Coaches should move away from the shore line at an idling speed and be at least 50m 
from shore before gradually increasing the throttle and therefore the associated noise.  

 

 When coaching near riverbanks with residential housing, coaches should position 
coaching dinghies between the shore and crew so that noise is directed away from the 
shoreline. 

 

 Coaches should aim to conduct racing pieces after 7.00am. If training program requires 
racing pieces to be conducted before 7.00am coaches are to give consideration to 
location of pieces and avoiding areas of extreme noise concern as depicted in Figures 1 
& 2. 

 
Areas of extreme noise concern: 
 
These areas of the river are noise black spots, due to the topography of the land and the 
proximity of housing to the river banks. It is proposed that these areas (shown in red) be 
considered minimal noise zones before 7am every day, except for safety reasons. 
 
These areas include (see maps over the page): 
 
Blackwall Reach (700m) 
Claremont/Nedlands (1000m) 
Western (1000m) and Southern banks of Canning River (1000m) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Minimal Noise Zones before 7.00am in Freshwater Bay and Blackwall Reach Area: 
 

 
 
 
Minimal Noise Zones before 7.00am in Canning Bridge area: 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Roles and Responsibilities: 
The Board of RWA will oversee the implementation of this policy through RWA staff, officers and 
affiliated clubs. Board members and staff will ensure that the principles of noise consideration 
are emphasised in their operational dealings with clubs and affiliated schools. 
 
Review: 
These guidelines will be reviewed by the Board as required. 
 
Ends. 


