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Supplement to the Sailing Instructions (SSI) 

(this supplement applies to the Int’l 505 Class only and is to be read in conjunction with the 

Sailing Instructions and Addendums for 2020 Sail Melbourne International Regatta) 

 
The Organising Authority is Australian Sailing Inc’ (AS) with Royal Brighton Yacht Club Inc. (RBYC) 

and in conjunction with the International 505 Yacht Racing Association of Victoria Inc. (505)  
 

17 – 21 January 2020 – Rev 1.2 – 11 Jan 2020 

 
1. SCHEDULE OF RACES 

1.1. The maximum number of races shall be nine (9) 

1.2. Additional races each day may be scheduled up to a maximum of three per day, but only 

 if there is a possibility that a series will not be achieved. 

2. THE COURSES  

2.1. Each course may be set with either a gate start or a fixed line start (see SSI 4 below) 

2.2. 2.2 Courses may be shortened but only if a minimum of three legs have been completed. 

 This changes Rule 32. 

3.   SCORING 

3.1. When fewer than five (5) races have been completed, a boat’s series score will be the total 

 of her race scores. 

3.2. When five (5) to seven (7) races have been completed a boat’s score will be the total of 

 her race scores excluding her worst score 

3.3. When eight (8) or more races have been completed a boat’s score will be the total of her 

 race scores excluding her two (2) worst scores.  

4.   THE START 

4.1. Races will be started using either ‘gate’ or ‘fixed’ line starts. When flag G is displayed on the 

 Race Committee Vessel (RCV), a ‘gate start’ will be used. When flag F is displayed on the 

 RCV, a ‘fixed line start’ will be used, as follows: 

GATE START 

4.1.1. The starting line (except for the Pathfinder) will be between the port end starting mark and 

 the centre of the stern of the Gate Launch, displaying flag G. 

4.1.2. Signals will be displayed from the RCV near the port end of the starting line and may be 

 duplicated on the Gate Launch 

4.1.3. The Pathfinder for the first race will be appointed by the Race Committee. The Pathfinder 

 for subsequent races will be the boat that finished fourth (4th) in the preceding race. When 

 this boat is unable to race, or has been Pathfinder previously in the event, the Pathfinder will 

 be the boat that finished fifth (5th) in the preceding race and so on, and so on. For the 

 purposes of this clause any Invitation Race does not constitute a race of the Championship. 
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 The Pathfinder in the Invitation Race is not excluded from being a Pathfinder in a heat of 

 the Australian Championship 

4.1.4. The sail number of the Pathfinder will be displayed on the RCV prior to the warning signal.  

4.1.5. Prior to the warning signal the Pathfinder shall report to the Gate Launch,  positioned near 

 the RCV. The Pathfinder shall follow the Race Committee’s instructions. If the Pathfinder fails 

 to comply with any instruction she may be disqualified without a hearing and shall be 

 ineligible for any restart of that race. If the race is restarted on the same day her sail number 

 shall be displayed on the starting vessel for at least 3 minutes prior to the new warning 

 signal. A boat whose number has been displayed shall leave the starting area before the 

 next warning signal; however, a boat infringing this rule may participate in the restarted 

 race providing she advises the Race Committee prior to the warning signal that she intends 

 to protest another boat and/or request redress in connection with the incident. If either her 

 protest is dismissed or her request for redress is denied she shall be scored DNS for the race 

 in question. This changes RRS 36,62.2, 63.1 and Appendix A5 

4.1.6. The length of the time between the starting signal and when the Gate Launch will stop at 

 the starboard end of the starting line shall be 60 seconds.  

Prior to the warning signal, the Race Committee signal vessel will display the time between 

the starting signal and the time at which the gate boat will stop at the starboard end of the 

starting line (the Gate Time). 

4.1.7. Within 10 seconds after the starting signal being made, the Pathfinder shall pass the port-

 end starting mark on a close-hauled port tack course. 

4.1.8. The Gate Launch will keep station close astern of the starboard quarter of the Pathfinder 

4.1.9. The starting line will open and boats may start once the Gate Launch has cleared the port 

 end starting mark. Regardless of the starting signal RRS 29.1 (Individual Recall) shall not 

 apply. 

4.1.10. The Pathfinder shall sail a close-hauled course until released by hail or sound signal from the 

 Gate Launch, after which she ceases to be a starting mark and may continue or tack onto 

 starboard tack. 

4.1.11. After the release of the Pathfinder the Gate Launch will maintain her course and speed until 

 60 seconds have elapsed. She will then stop, lower code flag G half way and make a long 

 sound signal. One minute after the Gate launch has stopped, the Race Committee will 

 signal the closure of the starting line by lowering code flag G on both the Gate Launch and 

 RCV and make a short sound signal. Any boat starting after the lowering of code flag G will 

 be scored DNS without a hearing. 

If the Gate Launch releases the Pathfinder prior to the expiration of the displayed Gate 

Time, the Gate Launch shall maintain her course and speed until the displayed Gate Time 

has elapsed. She will then stop & drift, lower Code Flag G half-way and make a long sound 

signal. One minute after the Gate Launch has stopped, the Race Committee will signal the 

closure of the starting line by lowering code flag G on both the Gate Launch and Race 
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Committee signal vessel and make a short sound signal. Any boat starting after the lowering 

of code flag G will be scored DNS without a hearing. 

4.1.12.  All boats (except the Pathfinder) shall start on starboard tack. 

4.1.13. A boat not having started correctly and which is on the port side of the extension of the 

 Gate Launch’s course between the starting signal and the closure of the starting line shall 

 not cross the starting line from the course side.  

4.1.14. After the preparatory signal the Gate Launch becomes a mark of the course in 

 accordance with RRS 31 and a boat that – 

4.1.15. Causes the Pathfinder or Gate Launch to alter course or speed, or touches the   

 Pathfinder or Gate Launch, or 

4.1.16. passes between, or attempts to pass between, the Pathfinder and the Gate   

 Launch 

4.1.15.  shall be disqualified without a hearing and shall be ineligible for any restarts   of 

that race. This changes RRS 36, 62.2, 63.1 and Appendix A5. 

After the preparatory signal the Gate Boat becomes a mark of the course in accordance 

with RRS 31 and a boat that –  

a). causes the Pathfinder to alter course, speed or touches the Pathfinder, or 

b). interferes with the Gate Launch whilst it is opening the Gate, or 

c).  passes between or attempts to pass between the Pathfinder and the Gate Boat  

shall be disqualified without a hearing and shall be ineligible for any restarts of that race. This 

changes RRS 36, 62.2, 63.1 and Appendix A5. 

 

4.2.  FIXED LINE START 

4.2.1.  The starting line will be between the mast displaying an orange flag on the Race   

 Committee signal boat at the starboard end and the either a RCV displaying an   

 orange flag or the port end starting mark. 

4.2.2.  A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored Did Not   

 Start without a hearing. This changes RRS A4 and A5. 

5.     PENALTY SYSTEM 

5.1.  RRS 42.3c is replaced by Class Rule B13 as follows: 

 “Except on a beat to windward, when surfing (rapidly accelerating down the face  of 

a wave) or planning is possible, the boat’s crew may pull the sheet and guy controlling any 

sail in order to initiate or maintain surfing or planning, but not more  than three repeated 

pulls and releases of the sail may be made for each wave or gust of wind” 

 


