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Debbie Grove (Vic) OAM
Softball Australia Umpire #100
ISF Umpire certification # 867a

Debbie Grove has been an active umpire
for over 30 years, from the grassroots to the
international stage. Whilst she has excelled
within the Australian umpiring ranks
personally, her real service has been to the
National Umpiring Program, with a focus on
the Development portfolio.

Debbie’s contribution has been significant,
joining the National Umpiring Committee in
2007. She has continued to provide exceptional service to our sport over an extended
period.

Training and development are the cornerstones of any program, from writing and
implementing policies and procedures, to delivering training courses. The impact of such is
significant as it shapes the entire organisation from the novice to the international umpire.

Debbie’s 11 years of service to the National Umpiring Committee has been influential in
setting and maintaining the standards of the organisation. From the board room to the ball
park, Debbie has impacted the program. In addition to all her governance responsibilities,
Debbie continues to take on the active roles of Tournament Chief Umpire and assessor.

This makes her accessible to the umpiring community at all levels. A respected umpire and
mentor, Debbie’s ability to transition between administrator and teacher seem effortless. She
is highly respected by players, coaches and officials and is valued as both a friend and
mentor by her colleagues.

Along with this incredibly high level of commitment and dedication to service, Debbie has
also excelled as an on-diamond umpire. With over 25 international appointments, including
five ISF World Championships and the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, her 16 years on the
international stage saw her inducted into the Softball Australia Hall of Fame in 2013.

When it comes to contributors to the National Umpiring Program both past and present, few
people stand beside Debbie. Her commitment over an extended period has been significant
and has impacted the program with distinction. She is an asset to the Australian National
Umpiring Program.
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AWARDS

2003
2007
2013
2018

2020

Softball Australia Vivienne Triplett Umpire of the Year
Softball Australia Vivienne Triplett Umpire of the Year
Softball Australia Hall of Fame

Softball Australia Life Member

Softball Victoria Life Member

Order of Australia Medal

TOURNAMENTS

1997
1999

2000

2001

2002

2003

2006

2007
2008

2010
2011
2012

Tour of New Zealand

Canada Cup

Qantas International Challenge

Brisbane International Challenge

Sydney International Challenge

Tri Nations Challenge

VI Junior Men’s Softball World Championship — Blacktown, Australia
Trans-Tasman Challenge

Japan tour of Australia

South Pacific Classic

VIl Junior Women’s Softball World Championship — Nanjing, China
Hobart International v Japan

XI Women’s Softball World Championship - Beijing, China

VIII Junior Women’s Softball World Championship — Enschede, Netherlands
Beijing Olympic Games

Tour of Canada

International Challenge

New Zealand Test Series

Men’s World Championship Qualifier, Hawker, ACT

XIl Women'’s Softball World Championship - Whitehorse, Canada
Canadian Open Fastpitch



