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Dragon Boats NSW acknowledges the traditional custodians of the lands on which this event 
is held and celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal peoples and their connections to land, sea 
and community. We pay our respects to elders past present and future.

Today we acknowledge that the land we are on today traditionally belonged to the Gadigal 
people of the Eora nation.

ACKOWLEDGEMENT OF 
COUNTRY

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION

DBNSW recognise that inclusion is about ensuring our sporting community reflects the 
diversity of the broader Australian community and we sincerely commit to work together 
towards achieving this. We are committed to provide a community environment where all 
people feel: welcome, represented, included in decision-making, able to participate, safe and 
free from discrimination, bullying, harassment and vilification. To do this we will work with 
AusDBF to develop clear strategies and policies to achieve inclusion and remove 
discrimination and support our clubs and members drive cultural change within dragon 
boating in NSW. In making this commitment we recognise the important role we play in 
leading the sport at all levels towards full inclusion of people in dragon boating. We 
understand that the impact of our commitment will reach beyond our own organisations.
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These competitors hail from across Australia, each, like you, carries the determination to put 
their paddling skills to the test in this heart-stopping competition, as spectacular dragon 
boats race through the waters to pounding drums and cheering spectators.

I would also like to congratulate over 1,000 corporate, social, cancer survivors and charity 
paddlers taking part on the Sunday. I am looking forward to seeing the skills they have 
learned as paddlers in a competitive space and see their transition to a club paddler and 
regular attendee at our wonderful regattas

The Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Races is renowned as one of the most exciting and 
thrilling dragon boat events in the world and we can’t wait to open the event with an 
opening ceremony that pays tribute to the Australian and Chinese cultures coming together 
to promote a cultural celebration of diversity and inclusion.

The Opening Ceremony and festival entertainment will be staged by international director 
Gavin Mitford and is sure to start the 2023 Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Racing in 
spectacular style.

On behalf of DBNSW, I would like to thank all those who have contributed to the success of 
this event, in particular, our volunteer officials who have worked so hard to make this 
weekend a success. I look forward to what will be an outstanding weekend of competition 
and wish all competitors the very best of luck.

Tony Henderson
CEO, Dragon Boats NSW

On behalf of the Dragon Boats NSW Board, it is with great pleasure I 
welcome you to the 2023 Sydney Lunar festival Dragon Boat Races.

Over 4,000 competitors will be taking part in this unique event in 
Sydney and a key part of celebrations for the Lunar New Year, in what 
is a record year for the Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Races.

WELCOME
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Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Races - Saturday 28 Jan

DESCRIPTION TIME
Team Managers Meeting (Wednesday 25th January) 6:00PM

Opening Ceremony (Friday 27th January) 6:30PM

Site Open 6:00AM

Volunteer Briefing 6:00AM

Sweeps Briefing 6:45AM

Marshalling 7:00AM

Racing Commences - Premier Division 7:30AM

Racing Commences - Senior & Junior Divisions 12:00PM

Presentations - Premier Division 12:30PM

Presentations - Junior Division 2:30PM

Race Concludes 6:30PM

Presentations - Senior Divison 6:45PM

Event Concludes 7:00PM

Darling Harbour Fireworks 9:00PM

Dragon Boats NSW reserves the right to change event times published above at anytime. 
Changes may occur due to entry numbers, weather conditions or other external forces. Any 
changes to key event times will be communicate to the membership via the PA 
announcements on site, so please ensure your Team Manager or club representative is up to 
date and informed of announcements at all times. 

KEY TIMES
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Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Races - Sunday 29 Jan

DESCRIPTION TIME
Team Managers Meeting (Wednesday 25th January) 6:00PM

Opening Ceremony (Friday 27th January) 6:30PM

Site Open 8:00AM

Volunteer Briefing 9:00AM

Team Managers Meeting 9:30AM

Sweeps Briefing 9:45AM

Marshalling 9:50AM

Racing Commences 10:00AM

Challenge Rounds 2:00PM

Finals 4:00PM

Race Concludes 4:45PM

Presentations 5:00PM

Event Concludes - Darling Harbour 5:30PM

Closing Ceremony / Street Party at Dixon Street 6:30PM

Darling Harbour Fireworks 9:00PM

Dragon Boats NSW reserves the right to change event times published above at anytime. 
Changes may occur due to entry numbers, weather conditions or other external forces. Any 
changes to key event times will be communicate to the membership via the PA 
announcements on site, so please ensure your Team Manager or club representative is up to 
date and informed of announcements at all times. 

KEY TIMES
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SITE MAP
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OPENING CEREMONY
DBNSW is excited to announce that for 2023 Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Racing an 
Opening Ceremony will be held on Friday 27 January.

An opening ceremony that pays tribute to the Australian and Chinese cultures coming 
together to promote a cultural celebration of diversity and inclusion. Come and see a unique 
Taoist ceremony and the blessing the waters. Through a traditional eye dotting the dragons 
are awoken and a safe weekend of racing ensured.

The Opening Ceremony and festival entertainment will be staged by international director 
Gavin Mitford and is sure to start the 2023 Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Racing in 
spectacular style.

WHEN: 6:30pm Friday 27 January 2023

WHERE: Cockle Bay, Darling Harbour Sydney

COST: Free, the Dragon Boat community, our corporate guests and the general public are 
welcome to come down and be part of the festivities.

OPENING CEREMONY
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CLOSING CEREMONY
In addition to the Opening Ceremony DBNSW is also excited to announce that for 2023 
Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Racing will concluded with a Closing Ceremony/Street 
Party at Dixon Street, China Town, Haymarket.  

We ask participants, spectators and guests to make their way from Darling Harbour to Dixon 
Street. Where a DJ will welcome everyone to the closing ceremony. Creating an audio 
experience fitting for the celebration that will be the Closing Ceremony.

A highlights package will promote the success and achievements of our crews who took part 
over the two days of racing, highlight personal and team achievements.

Lion Dancers and Drummers will close out the celebration as we connect back to the opening 
ceremony and the celebrations that have been happening throughout the Sydney Lunar 
Festival.

WHEN: 6:30pm 9:00pm Sunday 29 January 2023

WHERE: Dixon Street, Haymarket Sydney

COST: Free, the Dragon Boat community, our corporate guests and the general public are 
welcome to come up from Darling Harbour and be part of the closing ceremony

CLOSING CEREMONY
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Race draw released week commencing Monday 23 January and emailed out to all crews 
participating and posted on the Sydney Lunar Festival Dragon Boat Races event page. 
www.dbnsw.org.au/our-events/2023-sydney-lunar-festival-dragon-boat-races 

Racing will be conducted on a 180m course, using standard boats.

Team Managers Briefing
Due to the public holiday Thursday and the Opening Ceremony Friday evening the 
MANDATORY Team Manager meeting will be held on Wednesday evening. 
Time: 6:00 PM
Date: Wednesday 25th January 2023

Volunteer Briefing
Time: 6:30am - Saturday 28th January 2023
Time: 9:00am - Sunday 29th January 2023

Sweeps Briefing
Time: 6:45am - Saturday 28th January 2023
Time: 9:15am - Sunday 29th January 2023

The Marshalling tent will be located on the city side of Cockle Bay, parallel to the water 
in front of the staircase. 
There will be enough room for 2 races to marshall at the same time in the lanes. 
Please marshall 2 races ahead of your race and go by the race numbers on the race 
draw, not times. 
Where there will be limited turn around time and similar paddlers in your crews, please 
take all paddlers for both races with you and listen for instruction on the day. 
Races will not be held up due to lack of planning on your behalf. 
Digital marshalling will be used for this event.

DRAW

COURSE

COMPULSARY BRIEFING

MARSHALLING

KEY EVENT INFORMATION
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Crews are NOT ABLE TO ERECT OWN TENTS IN DARLING HARBOUR. 
Please arrive early to secure your crews base for the day. Camping chairs/ ground tarps 
and picnic rugs are recommended. 
Do not block any of the ICC (International Convention Centre Sydney) doorways, or you 
will be asked to move. 
Wherever you set up your crew's base camp, please ensure you are not blocking access 
to traffic flow. 
There will be limited additional shade structures erected for anyone to use.

All award ceremonies will be conducted on the staged area on the floating barge. 
Premier Division awards ceremony will be conducted at the conclusion of all premier 
division racing at approximately 12:30pm
Junior Division awards ceremony will be conducted at the conclusion of all junior 
division racing at approximately 2:30pm
Senior Division awards ceremony will be conducted at the conclusion of all senior 
division racing at approximately 6:45pm
Awards ceremonies for the Sunday racing (Corporate, Socials, Charities & Cancer 
Survivors) will be conducted at the conclusion of racing at approximately 5:30pm
This year major trophies will be presented to the winning crews along with the return of 
medals for 1st, 2nd and 3rd placed teams in finals. 

MARQUEES

VOLUNTEERS
DBNSW relies on dedicated, valued officials and volunteers to conduct the event. Without 
their skills, experience and generous support this event would not be possible.

Dragon Boats NSW is seeking passionate and committed volunteers for the 2023 Sydney 
Lunar Festival Dragon Boat races, to be held at Cockle Bay, Darling Harbour Jan 27th-29th. 
The festival provides exciting opportunities to represent your community as part of the 
performing team for the Opening Ceremony, the Race days and the Closing Ceremony.

If you would like to volunteer or for more details contact events@dbnsw.org.au

AWARDS CEREMONY

KEY EVENT INFORMATION
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Surf Life Saving NSW will be in attendance to provide water safety and first aid
If you require medical assistance, please see the Surf Life Saving Staff who can be 
identified in their red and yellow uniforms. Or bring your issue to the attention of the 
event staff or volunteers who can seek assistance.
Please avoid crowding near emergency exits and pedestrian throughfares 
If you notice something unusual please report it to the nearest event staff or volunteers
Please remember to be sun safe and protect yourself in five ways from the sun

If you feel unwell, have symptoms of Covid-19 or have tested positive for Covid-19. 
Please do not attend the Event.
It is recommended to wear a face mask when you can’t physically distance from others.
Practice good hygiene, wash your hands regularly or use hand sanitiser

There are many Parking stations around Darling Harbour. Please research before you
drive to the city to get the best rate. Here are 2 of the closest options: 

Wilson Parking - 1 Harbour St Sydney is $22 weekend rate, may be cheaper online 
and pre booked. 
Secure Parking - 186 Sussex St Sydney is $15 pre booked online or $18 drive up 
weekend rate

SAFETY

COVID AWARE 

PARKING

KEY EVENT INFORMATION
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#tag challenge. Simply post on Instagram or Facebook a photo or video from the 
event with the #slfdbr and generate the most likes/shares and you could be in the 
running to win a $1,000 restaurant voucher. 
Throughout the day Music will be rolling along the site creating that fun 
atmosphere and good music vibes. With special guest DJ Arisse playing a variety of 
different Street Dance styles. Impromptu dance offs encouraged!
Catch all the action on the BIG SCREEN, as we look to bring the crowds closer than 
ever to all the action on and off the water.
Finals livestreamed make sure you check out the action on your device through 
our social channels.
Lion dancers and a dance show will entertain the crowds. PLUS a Dance Activation 
that will have audience engagement!

There will be food trucks serving up fantastic street food along with the many 
restaurants, coffee outlets and bars that line Cockly Bay. Or a short stroll up to 
Darling Quarter for a variety of food options. 

Portable toilets are available at the southern end of the site along with the 
numerous toilet facilities located at Darling Harbour and Cockle Bay. See sight map 
for toilet location.
Water Station will be on site (western promenade) to re-fill your water bottle

ENTERTAINMENT
Get ready for some FUN & EXCITMENT! We are making the 2023 Sydney Lunar Festival 
the biggest Dragon Boat party for 2023! Get involved in all the entertainment and 
action:

FOOD & COFFEE

AMENITIES 

KEY EVENT INFORMATION
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SPONSORS & PARTNERS

Dragon Boats NSW is a not-for-profit organisation and rely on the generous support of 
our partners.

THANK YOU to our Major supporting partners for their ongoing support to Dragon 
Boats NSW
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DRAGON PASS
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It's time to hit the water, get fit and have 
fun!

 
DRAGON PASS is a brand new temporary 
membership scheme, providing a 1 MONTH, 
FREE membership with any eligible dragon 
boat club. You will be provided with 
insurance cover for all training and racing 
during that month.

 
Go to www.dbnsw.org.au to find your local 
club, get in touch and let them know you are 
interested in the DRAGON PASS offer.

MERCHANDISE

Team Elite are the official merchandise provider for the 2023 Sydney Lunar 
Festival Dragon Boat Races. Head down to the merchandise marquee, to purchase 
your event singlet, t-shirt and much more - don't miss out!'




