
Lower Swan Aquatic Use Review
Point Walter to Fremantle Port



The Department of Transport undertakes regular Aquatic Use 
Reviews (AUR) throughout the state to ensure the safe, 
equitable and sustainable use of the State's waterways.

AUR’s are scheduled on a state-wide rolling calendar or as 
required to address site specific conflicts that arise between 
users from time to time.  

The review looks at the current management arrangements 
such as speed limits, ski areas, boating prohibited areas, 
signage, navigational aids etc. 

About Aquatic Use Review’s



Outline of the AUR Process

• Research

– Navigational Safety team look at existing arrangements, 

historical data and aquatic use related advice including 

requests for amendments from public, infringement 

statistics, occurrence of incidents etc. 

• Consultation with key stakeholders

– Navigational Safety identify and liaise with key stakeholders 

in the area to understand if there are any areas that need to 

be considered for review. 



Outline of the AUR Process

• Create Proposal and circulate for public comment

– A proposal is circulated via an online survey through “My 

Say” to gauge the views of the public in relation to the 

proposed changes.  

• Consideration of all feedback and implementation

– Feedback from the My Say Survey is one component when 

considering all feedback gained during the review process. 

Once a determination is made, changes are implemented 

aligning with signage, marking and media releases etc.  
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As the Swan and Canning 
Rivers are heavily utilised by 
numerous user groups, to 
ensure that all views and 
opinions are considered, the 
areas to be reviewed are 
broken into sectors. 

The area that is set to be 
reviewed as a part of the 
Lower Swan AUR extends 
from Point Walter to 
Fremantle Port. 



Currently in Research Phase 

• Following liaison with local Yacht Clubs and Marinas that line 

this section of the river, several comments into Wave and Wake 

issues have been raised. 

• Navigational Safety have reviewed data into speed related 

offences, liaised with Compliance Officers and reviewed 

occurrences of documented incident reports. 



Combined Wave and Wake Study

• DoT are working with Department of Biodiversity Conservation 

and Attractions (DBCA) Riverpark Division and University of 

Western Australia (UWA) to study wave and wake experienced 

in this area. 



Combined Wave and Wake Study

Data gathering devices were deployed along the river over a six week period 

through summer with a focus around Australia Day. Information from these 

devices recorded wave heights, impact on jetties, impact on natural 

shorelines, wave and tide direction, wave speed.



Combined Wave and Wake Study

CCTV Cameras were installed to view the vessels travelling in the area. 50 of the highest wave 

spikes recorded per day are being overlaid on the video footage to enable DoT to review the 
footage and establish which vessels and conditions are contributing to large waves and wake. 



Combined Wave and Wake Study

DoT Strategically placed  Radar Speed Signs in particular 

areas to capture data on vessel movements. Data has been 
analysed for each of  the locations and includes, vessel 
counts, speed and time. 



Next Step’s

Data Analytics

UWA are continuing to analyse the data and will provide DoT with a 

report of findings. 

Consultation

DoT will engage with a consultancy agency to present any proposed 

changes of the current waterway management arrangement along with 

findings from the Wave and Wake study. 

Survey

An opportunity to provide comment and take a survey will be facilitated 

through the online My Say Survey Portal.

#This AUR process is anticipated to be concluded by summer 2022.
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Recreational Vessel Safety Equipment Review

In 2016, the DoT commenced the 

first comprehensive review of safety 

equipment requirements for 

recreational vessels in WA since 

1992. The aim of the review is to 
deliver a contemporary safety 

equipment regime for recreational 

vessels navigating in WA, as boating 

and community behaviours, 

technology and vessel design and 
construction standards have 

changed significantly in the past 26 

years
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Guiding principles

❑ RESPONSIBILITY - The onus of responsibility for safety equipment will be 

predominantly on the skipper, mandating only where necessary. 

❑ PRACTICALITY - Safety equipment requirements should be practical, 

effective and enable operators to comply at reasonable cost.

❑ SIMPLICITY - The safety equipment that is required should be simple to 

use, easy to comply with, readily obtainable and easy to maintain. 

❑ STANDARDISED  -The safety equipment should be as uniform as 

possible across all vessel types. 

❑ EMERGENCY AND SURVIVAL - Only safety equipment which directly 
promotes survival or rescue of people will be mandatory.
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Key changes

• Vessels divided into 2 categories, Registrable and Non-registrable 

• Not mandatory to carry anchor, fire extinguisher or bailer/bilge 

pump – recommended

• Life jackets to be carried by all Registrable vessels in all waters

• Life jackets to be worn by all persons in all vessels less than 4.8 

metres and operating greater than 400 metres in unprotected 

waters

• Life jackets to be worn by all children (1 – 12) in all vessels 

operating greater than 400 metres in unprotected waters

• GPS enabled EPIRB or worn PLB for all vessels operating greater 

than 400 metres in unprotected waters

• Inshore flare kit or EVDS to be carried by all vessels when 

operating greater than 400 metres in unprotected waters

• Marine radio to be carried by all Registrable vessels when 

operating greater than 4 NM in unprotected waters
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WA Navigable Waters categories

Protected waters - the waters contained in any lake, river or 

estuary, or by any breakwater, but does not include the waters of 

Cambridge Gulf or Lake Argyle.

Unprotected waters - all other waters not deemed to be protected

For more information:

Marine (transport.wa.gov.au)

https://www.transport.wa.gov.au/imarine/marine-information.asp
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